Common Symptoms of Disease in Children by R S Illingworth MD FRCP DPH DCH pp ix +270 40s Oxford & Edinburgh: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1967 In his preface Professor Illingworth states that textbooks, general or specialist, for the most part do not deal with symptoms nor does the index list many of the more common symptoms of disease. The value of the textbook is, therefore, diminished unless the reader is familiar with his subject or with the contents of the textbook, or has sufficient time at his disposal to search for the information he requires. It was for those reasons that the present book was written, to enable the family doctor to review rapidly the more common causes of a symptom of which a child may complain.
Similar books have been written but too often have ended as lists of causes of symptoms.
Professor Illingworth has written brief essays on over one hundred common symptoms of disease in childhood and has managed to achieve a happy compromise between lists of causes and discussion of the conditions which are most likely to be present.
The book has been written for the family doctor but. it is certain that the medical student will find it a very useful aid in studying the cases which he sees. House officers, registrars and, I suspect, pxediatricians will also find it valuable in ensuring that they have not failed to include all the common conditions in their differential diagnoses.
The author is to be congratulated on his successful achievement of a very difficult task. This is the thirtieth year since its first publication in 1936, and most practising medicals will remember it from their student days. I had an earlier edition and now my daughter will have this one, so that it is natural to think mainly about what it provides for today's medical student.
Undoubtedly the new edition contains a lot of authoritative information provided by people writing in their own field, and some articles also seemed to me clear and to the pointfor example, one by E A McCulloch on the origin of the cells of the blood; others I found rather hard going. For example, what does one make of the following: 'Thus, in intero-exteroceptive conditioning the CS and UCS are interoceptive, whereas, in exterointeroceptive conditioning the CS is exteroceptive and the UCS is exteroceptive. Finally, when both the CS and UCS are exteroceptive, the conditioning is extero-exteroceptive, or, briefly, exteroceptive conditioning'. One cannot help feeling sympathy for students confronted by the modem multi-author text, and wondering what could be done to make it simpler and, in a sense, prevent it from defeating its own ends. A freer use of the chief editor's privilege of insisting on small print might help.
In examining a book like this, a reviewer naturally looks particularly at the things he is interested in. Here, I confess, I was disappointed. 'Connective tissue' does not make the index, nor does 'collagen', though the old name for it in bone ('ossein') does. The whole section which includes 'ossein' ('Bone Calcification') is wildly out of date, and seems to be a survival from the pre-antibiotic era. It contrasts with the rest of the chapter in which it comes, a good up-to-date one on the parathyroid glands.
In a short review I cannot discuss the balance of space given to different topics, but my impression was that it had not changed in proportion to knowledge and importance. For example, the subject of reproduction surely is important enough medically to be worth more than 46 pages, only a little more than a tenth of that devoted to the central nervous system and special senses? But there is probably no textbook of this type which is not open to this sort of criticism, and I am sure students and others will find much of unique value in it as they did in its predecessors.
R D HARKNESS
Auscultation of the Heart by Abe Ravin MD 2nd ed pp 242 60s
Chicago: Year Book MedicalPublishers 1967 London: Lloyd-Luke It is difficult to find an up-to-date account of auscultation of the heart except in original papers and Dr Ravin accomplishes this very satisfactorily, if not in a very readable manner. For the undergraduate the underlying physiology is not always sufficiently amplified or clarified, and the total concentration on auscultation is a disadvantage. For example, aortic stenosis cannot be diagnosed on a murmur alone, and a description is required of the carotid pulse and palpation of the left ventricle. Similarly the carotid pulse is a great help in differentiating mitral regurgitation from aortic stenosis when the shape of the murmur is difficult to determine owing to inaudibility of the second sound.
The thoughts of the author are usually clear, though it is surprising that he mentions accentuation of P2 in aortic stenosis without explaining that the cause is pulmonary hypertension secondary to left ventricular failure. The terminology is usually good though it is surprising that he uses the term 'paradoxical' splitting of the second sound when the original and seemingly more logical term was 'reversed' splitting. Errors are few but include the statement that increase in splitting of the second sound in pulmonary stenosis is most evident when the stenosis is not too severe, and that an atrial sound is heard in health. Balance is usually good and it is surprising to see the statement that the murmur in mitral regurgitation may be diamond shaped when in fact this is extremely rare if the components of the second heart sound are correctly identified.
On the whole this book is to be strongly recommended, though for the undergraduate an account of auscultation in association with the other physical signs, as in Paul Wood's textbook, is preferable, and few will be sufficiently obsessional or have the time to fill in the author's auscultation chart.
AUBREY LEATHAM

Scientific Foundations of Surgery edited by Charles Wells CBE spk FRCS HOI1LLD and James Kyle Mch MB FRCS FRCSI pp xix +629 illustrated 126s London: William Heinemann 1967
This large book is a most excellent symposium on physiology and general pathology as applied to surgery.
The contributors appear to have been well chosen and most of the contributions are extremely lucid and easy to read. I can well recommend it as a reference book for the practising surgeon and as a book to study for the surgeon in training. This monograph, written by a surgeon known and respected in many countries, and ably translated by McQuillan, contains within its 74 pages a wealth of wise instruction for the care of the injured hand. It is fair to say that if the advice given here is faithfully followed, much unnecessary disability will be avoided. Professor Moberg composed this book in 1953 as a practical guide to those surgeons who are concerned with the primary treatment of the injured hand. Since then it has been translated into numerous languages and we are glad to see it appear in our own tongue.
The basic principles of management are clearly and firmly stated, including diagnosis, general operative measures and aftercare. Special techniques are discussed in such detail as space permits. There is a section devoted to the assessment of sensibility, a subject which the author has made in a special sense his own.
In a small book of this kind, the style must necessarily be didactic in character, but it loses none of its value on this account. The cost is modest and we hope that it will be widely used in our accident services. Chicago: Year Book MedicalPublishers 1967 London: Lloyd-Luke Dock and Snapper, one of the best of the hardy medical perennials, is once more a prize winner in its class of selected reviews. Blount and Vogel provide a synoptic essay on altitude and the pulmonary circulation, welltimed for the coming Olympic Games. Studies of Egyptian mummies show that osteoarthritis has plagued mankind for at least 5,000 years, and even the skeletons of the dinosaurus reveal that their joints creaked in the mesozoic swamps. Professor Bollet brings the study of osteoarthritis into our own era with a neat dissection of the biochemistry ofjoint cartilage polysaccharides, using 14C acetate and 35S sulphate to measure rates of synthesis and breakdown of cartilage chondroitin sulphate.
The relation between contractile strength of the heart and the beat interval has long been known to be one of the fundamental properties of the myocardium. Brunwald and his colleagues have used their techniques of paired electric stimulation to study this phenomenon and provide a clear account of recent extensions of knowledge and their clinical application. London compares direct measurements of blood pressure with those obtained by Korotoff sphygmomanometry. His results confirm the findings of the 1951 Committee to Revise the Standardization of High Blood Pressure Readings, which appear to be unknown to many physicians.
Levy has assessed the kinetics of liver regeneration by measuring the rates of incorporation of
